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Europe’s strategic powerhouse

In an age of fragmentation in Europe, Poland has become one of the continent’s driving forces.

t a moment when Europe

is being forced to rethink

not only its economic

model but its approach to

energy, industry, security
and resilience, Poland stands as one of the
continent’s most consequential nations.
For decades perceived through the lens of
convergence - a fast-growing Central Eu-
ropean economy catching up with Western
Europe - that narrative is now outdated,
with Poland emerging as a strategic anchor
of Europe’s future. In an era defined by
international conflict, the reconfiguration
of global supply chains, intensifying geo-
political competition and a growing need
for democratic alliances, Poland is uniquely
well equipped to meet the moment.

The nation’s economy now exceeds $1
trillion - a symbolic and structural mile-
stone achieved in 2025 that marks one
of the world’s most successful economic
transformations. Few countries globally
have demonstrated the sustained growth
and resilience seen in Poland over the
past three decades. “We have achieved
this success thanks to our own entrepre-
neurship, courage and creativity,” Prime
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Minister Donald Tusk said in May, noting
that the average Polish citizen is three
times wealthier than in 1989.

Equally key is Poland’s close partner-
ship with Germany - one that has been
mutually beneficial. In 1990, German ex-
ports to Poland amounted to only a few
billion euros; in 2025, that figure reached
€96.9 billion, up 6.5% year on year. In the
same period, total bilateral trade with
Germany reached €180 billion, on the
back of record growth in the first half
of the year — making Poland Germany’s
fifth-largest trading partner and clos-
ing the gap on France in fourth. “Our
relations with Germany are exceptional-
ly good,” Tusk said at a December 2025
summit with German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz in Berlin. In his remarks that
followed, Merz hailed the two countries
as “indispensable partners.”

Poland’s ascendancy is more than a sto-
ry of trade and GDP growth, however. As
Europe debates how to remain competi-
tive in the global arena, Poland is central
to the answers - simultaneously strength-
ening industrial production, investing
in energy transition, modernising infra-

STORY

structure, expanding logistics capabilities
and reinforcing technology and defence
ecosystems at an unprecedented pace.

That reflects a country standing at the
intersection of the priorities shaping the
new global economy: the restructuring
of European energy systems, NATO’s
expanding eastern flank, the continent’s
reindustrialisation drive, the race for tech-
nological sovereignty and the urgent diver-
sification of trade corridors. Poland’s influ-
ence in all these spheres is why the country
holds relevance not only for investors, but
for policymakers, industrial leaders and
political strategists across the world.

All of that is underpinned by a society
shaped by resilience, solidarity and an
enduring understanding of the value of
freedom. These dimensions carry par-
ticular significance at a time when coun-
tries worldwide are confronting polarisa-
tion, political uncertainty and questions
around identity and cohesion.

Europe, in particular, is facing a defin-
ing challenge: how to balance economic
openness with strategic security; innova-
tion with social stability; national identity
with transnational cooperation; competi-
tiveness with democratic values. Poland’s
experience in navigating these tensions,
while maintaining growth, stability and
sovereignty, offers a roadmap. “We must
always firmly and relentlessly defend the
values that make us human in the deepest

OUR RELA-
TIONS WITH
GERMANY
ARE EXCEP-
TIONALLY
GOOD.”

DONALD TUSK,
PRIME MINISTER OF
POLAND
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